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Making general statements
It is very useful to know how to start sentences with the 
word “it” in English. You can use “it is” at the beginning of 
a sentence to make a general statement about something.

KEY LANGUAGE INTRODUCTORY “IT”

FURTHER EXAMPLES INTRODUCTORY “IT”

Certain set phrases beginning “it is” can be used at the 
start of a sentence. “It” is the subject of the sentence, and 
can be used to express a general truth or belief.

New language  Introductory “it”

Vocabulary  Talents and abilities

New skill  Expressing general truths

“IT” CLAUSE INFINITIVE CLAUSE

“IT” CLAUSE “THAT” CLAUSE

Some “it” clauses are generally 
followed by a “to” infinitive.

Some “it” clauses are often followed 
by “that” clauses.
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The construction with “it” at the 
start is much more common.

KEY LANGUAGE LEADING WITH AN INFINITIVE PHRASE
When you want to 
emphasize the contents 
of the infinitive clause, 
you can put it at the 
front of the sentence.

Placing the infinitive clause at the start 
works particularly well with short sentences.

FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL

CROSS OUT THE INCORRECT WORDS IN EACH SENTENCE
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FILL IN THE GAPS TO CREATE COLLOCATIONS USING  
THE PHRASES IN 5.6

READ THE FORUM POSTS 
AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
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RESPOND TO THE AUDIO, SPEAKING OUT LOUD

CHECKLIST

 Introductory “it”   Talents and abilities   Expressing general truths  

REVIEW THE ENGLISH YOU HAVE LEARNED IN UNITS 1–5

PRESENT TENSES

ACTION AND STATE VERBS

COLLOCATIONS

ADJECTIVE ORDER

INTRODUCTORY “IT”

NEW LANGUAGE SAMPLE SENTENCE UNIT
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